
Subject: Interim change 1B 

 

I have been very actively involved in meetings and problems involving Texas Toll Roads since 

2003 so I am very familiar with many of the problems that have existed over the years. 

Especially with “Transparency” of the records and bookkeeping of Texas Depart of Public 

Transportation and the Tolling Agencies. 

I base this on what I have personally seen happen over the years of coming to Austin to testify 

and also testifying in local meetings here in San Antonio. 

 

I well remember one year here in Austin where your meeting had to be called off because the 

Auditors had found some problems of the Head of the Department misapplying funds and 

unaccounted for money that had been collected. 

 

It is a matter of record wherein a later year that I testified under oath that I didn’t understand why 

the person involved was not criminally charged like the Officers in Enron at the time were and 

sent to jail. Instead, he was given a promotion. I guess they figured if he got more money in legal 

pay, he wouldn’t have to “cook the books” to get it. My statement is somewhere in the records of 

a meeting. 

 

The past Public-Private Partnership contracts that have been negotiated, primarily with 

companies from Foreign Countries like Cintra. Many of them were “doctored” to justify the need 

and feasibility of the Toll Road instead of using funds available to improve the existing roads.  

 

As an example, I use the Toll Road 130 going from “nowhere” east of Seguin off IH 10 up to 

Georgetown to bypass the congestion on IH35 on both sides of Austin. First thing, the “traffic 

estimate” that was used to justify the cost of constructing a Toll road across good ranch land, 

with no towns. It is my understanding that they set the possible traffic way too high to justify the 

cost. This turned out to be true since the traffic didn’t materialize and the road went bankrupt. Of 

course, we the taxpayers were promised if that happened our Texas Department of Public 

Transportation would get it as a free road. 

 

Another lie. It was awarded to the Creditors, who were probably insured, and remains a toll 

road.  

 

A friend of mine told me he pulled his horse trailer up that road from IH 10 to Georgetown and 

back, and it cost him over $200.00. The toll booths charge extra for each axel over two. And 

there are many toll booths on that trip.  

 

Eighteen wheelers have a lot of axels so many of them seem to avoid it. I personally see a lot of 

them on IH 35. These construction contracts need to have us, the Texas taxpayers in mind 

instead of special Interest groups. TxDot is not broke. They have a lot of sources of income. 

They just need to spend our money wisely. 

 

We see construction and maintenance jobs started and even considering the occasional delays 

because of weather, there are machines sitting idle for long periods of time with no activity.  Are 

these private contracts or TxDot employees? 



 

We have heard that some private contractors bid and get a job. Move on-site and start work to 

confirm the contract. Bid and get another contract. Move most of the equipment and workers to 

the other job to secure it, leaving the first job idle. Could that be true? Who is monitoring this? 

Who is monitoring TxDot’s budget? Are they staying within the ability of us to pay? We all have 

to live within our budget. Shouldn’t they and be openly accountable to us? 
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